BBC LEARNING ENGLISH —
Q and A of the Week 1R 8] F2 LEARNING

ENGLISH

Primary, main, prime and major
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Question

I’'m confused about the words primary, major, prime and main. They all have the same
meaning B Z 1. 1. Is there any difference between them in terms of how formal
they are?
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Example
The primary objective of this meeting is to review last year’s performance and plan for next
year.
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Examples
Smoking is one of the major causes of lung cancer.
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The chief engineer played a major role in securing the sales contract.
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Anti-social behaviour has been identified as a major problem by local police.
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Examples
The prime suspect of the murder investigation is said to have escaped to Spain.

B FH B U CE L BT 1o X B IRATAT LLAH main suspect BGE
primary suspect, {HIE B A “major suspect” XANUTE.

The prime concern of a doctor is the wellbeing of his patients.
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Examples
The main reason | decided to buy this car was the price.
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The main purpose of our meeting is to discuss your performance.
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